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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Do Task A as a class. You can choose to read the words aloud twice, giving the students 

the chance to hear the longer and shorter pronunciations. Most online dictionaries will note the 

variations. Answers: 

history  boundary New Orleans  several  traveler   

quandary  natural  Anchorage  camera actually 

 

 

STEP 2 – If you wish to give the students practice reading the key words with dropped syllables, 

then have them work in pairs on Task B. Otherwise, you can read the questions for discussion. 

 

STEP 3 – Task C is OPTIONAL. Have students create their own questions to ask the class. 
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Task A. Each word below has two pronunciations, a longer one and a shorter one. Underline 

the sounds that you can skip in each word. The first has been done for you. 

history  boundary New Orleans  several  traveler   

quandary  natural  Anchorage  camera actually 

 

Task B. In each situation, you need to drop one or more items. What will you skip? 
1. Your history teacher has asked you to choose two topics for next week’s discussion.  

a. the race to space   

b. immigration in the 20th century   

c. significant inventions 

d. the quandaries of political parties 

2. You’re visiting the Museum of Natural History today. You can visit only two exhibits. 

a. Birds of the World 

b. Earth’s Boundaries 

c. Age of Dinosaurs 

d. Nature and Natural Disasters 

3. You won a trip to five U.S. cities! You have several choices. You must choose only one. 

a. Boston – Miami – New Orleans – San Diego – Portland, Oregon 

b. Boston – Chicago – Dallas – Seattle – Sacramento 

c. New York City – Orlando – Chicago – San Francisco – Anchorage 

d. Miami – New Orleans – Washington, D.C. – Chicago – Los Angeles 

4. You’re giving advice to first-time international travelers. What should they never forget? 

a. digital camera 

b. pencil or pen 

c. cash 

d. passport 

5. You love excitement! You actually have the time and money to plan two adventures this 

year. What will you do? 

a. skydiving 

b. bungee jumping 

c. white water rafting 

d. a helicopter ride over the city 

 

Task C. Can you create your own question? Use a word from the box. 

 

 

 

chocolate finally  miserable awfully   comfortable 


