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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Warm-up discussion. Ask students if they can tell when someone is lying. How? 

 

STEP 2 – Have students do Task A in pairs. Answers. 

Singular Nouns Plural Nouns Uncountable Nouns 
 

gossip 
discovery 

lies 
worries 
 

truth* 
honesty 
gossip 
discovery 
 
*Also used in the plural. 

 

Invite students to suggest additions to each list.  

 

STEP 3 – Task B will be done in pairs. Three uncountable nouns: nervousness, knowledge, and 

honesty. 

STEP 4 – Task C will be done in pairs. 
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Task A. Sort the nouns. Some words may go in two categories. 

 

 lies  worries gossip 

 truth  honesty discovery 

 

Singular Nouns Plural Nouns Uncountable Nouns 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Task B. Complete the paragraph with your own ideas. 

 How do we know if someone is telling the truth? We can look for signs of nervousness. 

For example, some people _________________________________________ when they lie. 

Other revealing behaviors include_______________________________________________. 

Sometimes our knowledge of certain people or situations helps us determine the truth. News 

may be surprising, but if a good friend is the source, then we usually believe what we’re told. 

However, most gossip that goes around an office or school is untrue. If only everyone 

remembered that honesty is the best policy. 

Now compare your answers to your partner’s. Together can you find three uncountable 

nouns? 

 
Task C. Mark the statements as True (T) or False (F). Then take turns with your partner 

reading the statements aloud. When is your partner telling the truth? Do you know? You’ll 

learn the truth when you show your answers to each other. 

1. I like watching baseball.  ___ 

2. I enjoy dancing.   ___ 

3. I start every day with coffee. ___ 

4. I’ve never had the flu. ___ 

 

Are the words in bold countable or uncountable? Talk with your partner. 
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