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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Warm up with some political cartoons. A quick search online using the key words 

“political cartoons donkey elephant” will give plenty of results to choose from. Ask student to 

interpret what they see. This will also reveal how much vocabulary and understanding they 

presently have.  

 

STEP 2 – Students may complete the handout on the next page with the help of websites or 

video tutorials. Choose the source that matches the skill you wish to target: reading or listening 

for information.  

ANSWERS: 
Task A. 

1. The two major U.S. political parties are the Democratic and Republican Parties. 
2. Members of these parties are called Democrats and Republicans. 
3. The parties were founded in the 19th century (the 1800s). 
4. The main symbol of the Republican Party is the elephant. 
5. The main symbol of the Democratic Party is the donkey. 
6. The voting age in the U.S. is 18. 
7. If you don’t affiliate yourself with either party as a U.S. voter, you can register as an Independent. 

BONUS: (Possible answers.) 
Democrats: Barack Obama, John F. Kennedy 
Republicans: Abraham Lincoln, Ronald Reagan 

Task B. 

1. If someone’s views lean to the right, the person is conservative. 
2. If someone’s views lean to the left, the person is liberal. 
3. Another word for liberal is progressive. 
4. To be a registered voter means you have the right to vote in an election. 
5. Having a political affiliation means being a member of a political party.  
6. Tax cuts refer to lowering the amount of money people pay to the government. 
BONUS: (Possible answers.) 
Democrats are usually more liberal on social issues. 

Republicans are usually more conservative on social issues. 

 
 

STEP 3 – OPTIONAL: Have students work in pairs to do a web search on a smaller U.S. political 
party. Assign each pair a party to focus on. Sites like TopTenz.com provide a brief overview of 
these “third parties.” Students should find the following information: 

 Party name 

 Year founded 

 Philosophy 

  

http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com/
http://www.toptenz.net/top-10-political-third-parties-currently-active-in-the-united-states.php
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A. Complete the following summary. 

 

1. The two major U.S. political parties are _______________________________________. 

2. Members of these parties are called _________________________________________. 

3. The parties were founded in the ___________________ century. 

4. The main symbol of the ________________________________ is the elephant. 

5. The main symbol of the ________________________________ is the donkey. 

6. The voting age in the U.S. is ________________________. 

7. If you don’t affiliate yourself with either party as a U.S. voter, you can register as an 

_______________________________________________. 

 

BONUS: Name one famous U.S. President from each party. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

B. Use words from the box to complete the sentences. Use each answer only once. 

 

 

 

1. If someone’s views lean to the right, the person is ___________________. 

2. If someone’s views lean to the left, the person is ____________________. 

3. Another word for liberal is _____________________. 

4. To be a _____________________ voter means you have the right to vote in an election. 

5. Having a political ______________________ means being a member of a political party.  

6. ______________ refer to lowering the amount of money people pay to the government. 

BONUS: Name the members of the party. 

______________ are usually more liberal on social issues. 

______________ are usually more conservative on social issues. 

affiliation  progressive  tax cuts   

liberal   conservative  registered 
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