
As If I Knew: Practice with as if and as though 
 
 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Task A. Brainstorm ideas about what might be happening or what just happened in the 

photo. Restate students’ suggestions with as if and as though. Models: 

 A – It looks as if she’s never seen a pine cone before. It seems as though she’s afraid of it. 

(Prompts: Do you think she’s seen a pine cone before? Do you think she’s afraid of it?) 

 B – She’s acting as though she’s waiting for an answer. The men look like they’re embarrassed 

about something.  

(Prompts: Do you think the woman wants someone to talk? Do you think the men are embarrassed?) 

 

STEP 2 – Task B. Explain how we stay in the real time frame in order to make a true or likely 

statement. Students may complete the sentences alone or in pairs. Correct their work together. 

Answers: 

1. You’re acting as if you’re angry about something. 

2. You look as though you lost something. 

3. You’re talking as if you won’t pass the test. 

4. It sounded as though she didn’t want to spend that much money. 

 

STEP 3 – Task C. Explain how we use the subjunctive WERE and shift back the verb forms when 

we make unlikely or unreal (hypothetical or counterfactual) statements. Students may 

complete the sentences alone or in pairs. Correct their work together. 

Answers: 

1. When I passed the test, I was so happy that I felt as if I could walk on clouds. 

2. This room is mess! It looks as though a tornado had come through here. [Note: Many American English 

speakers would use like and the simple past: It looks like a tornado came through here.] 

3. He looked as though he had lost his best friend. 

4. They acted as though nothing could hurt them. 

5. She rushed to her crying child as if she were a superhero. 

 

STEP 4 – Recommendation. Find additional photos to prompt statements with as if/ as though. 

Challenge students to find a photo and write 1-2 sentences about it using the target grammar. 

Photo credits: 

Confused (July 11, 2009) by Petras Gagilas. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 

Perplexed (August 15, 2010) by Angela Mueller. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 
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Task A. What’s happening in the photos? What do you think these people are feeling?  

     

Task B. Complete the sentences. They are all true or likely. 

1. Fact: I think you’re angry about something. 

You’re acting as if __________________________________________________________. 

2. Fact: I think you lost something. 

You look as though _________________________________________________________. 

3. Fact: I think you’re worried that you won’t pass the test. 

You’re talking as if ____________________________________________________________. 

4. Fact: I think she didn’t want to spend that much money. 

It sounded as though ________________________________________________________. 

 

Task C. Complete the sentences. They are unreal or unlikely. 

1. Fact: I can’t walk on clouds. 

When I passed the test, I was so happy that I felt as if _________________________________. 

2. Fact: A tornado didn’t come through here. 

This room is mess! It looks as though ______________________________________________. 

3. Fact: He didn’t lose his best friend. 

He looked as though ____________________________________________________________. 

4. Fact: Something can hurt them. 

They acted as though ___________________________________________________________. 

5. Fact: She is not a superhero. 

She rushed to her crying child as if _________________________________________________. 
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