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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Warm up: If you arrived before the students, you can ask them to guess what you had 

been doing before they came. If they arrived before you did, ask them what they’d been doing. 

If suggestions are not given with the target grammar, then restate their ideas using either the 

past perfect of past perfect progressive. Write model sentences on the board. Possible models: 

 You’d been waiting for us here in the classroom.  

 Before class started, you’d prepared the lesson. 

Ask students if the past perfect could be replaced with another form in the examples. The 

answer may be yes. Clarify that if a sequence of past actions is made clear with time 

expressions or context, then the simple past is acceptable: Before class started, you prepared 

the lesson. 

 

STEP 2 – Students may work alone or in pairs to complete Task A. Correct their work together. 
Answers: 
1. It had rained heavily earlier in the day. (Also possible: rained) 

2. The mother saw her daughter’s wet hair and clothes and knew that the girl had been playing out in the rain.  

3. The rain had stopped by lunchtime. 

4. The mother had been waiting for the rain to stop since breakfast.  

5. The father had managed to finish his early morning jog before the rain started. (Also possible: managed) 

STEP 3 – Have students complete Task B in pairs.  
Possible answers: 
1. Mark had been driving on dirt roads./ He’d forgotten to park his car in the garage before going to sleep. 

2. Mark had been on the road for hours. / He’d been driving all day long.  

STEP 4 – Have students complete Task C in pairs.  
Possible answers: 
1. She hadn’t studied for the test. 

2. The phone had been ringing all morning, and Braden got tired of answering it. 

3. Heather’s best friend had forgotten her birthday. 

4. He hadn’t been sleeping well. / He hadn’t slept well the night before. 
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A. Complete the sentences with verbs in the past perfect or past perfect progressive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Use the past perfect or past perfect progressive to answer the questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Use the words in parentheses to answer the questions.  Use either the past perfect or past 

perfect progressive. 

1. Tiffany looked very worried when she came to school. Why? (not study for the test) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Braden got tired of answering the phone. Why? (ring all morning) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Heather was very hurt. (forget her birthday) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Garrett felt very tired. (not sleep) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1. It _________________________ (rain) heavily earlier in the day. 

2. The mother saw her daughter’s wet hair and clothes and knew that 

the girl ________________________ (play) out in the rain.  

3. The rain _________________________ (stop) by lunchtime. 

4. The mother _________________________ (wait) for the rain to 

stop since breakfast. 

5. The father _________________________ (manage) to finish his 

early morning jog before the rain started. 

 

 

1. Why was Mark’s car so dirty? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

2. Mark left early in the morning. How long had he been on the 

road? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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