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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Task A. Identify the difference in meaning: 
 1. If they’re very careful, they won’t break any eggs. 

 This is a real or likely statement about the future.  

 IF + present tense, (result clause with the future “will”) 

2. If they’d been more careful, they wouldn’t have broken the eggs. 

 This is an unreal statement about the past. The fact is they weren’t careful, so they broke eggs. 

If + past perfect, (result clause with a perfect modal verb) 

 

STEP 2 – Follow Task A with the questions below. Use the students’ suggestions to create new examples. 

Highlight which are real (or likely) conditionals and which are unreal (hypothetical/counterfactual). As you create 

new examples, slowly reduce support and push students toward making the sentences independently. 

a. What might happen if they don’t clean up the eggs right away? 

b. The staff stacked the cartons too high.  Then a customer knocked a stack over by accident. How could the 

accident have been avoided? (All this could have been avoided if…) 

c. What might happen if you try to carry too many eggs at one time? 
d. What would happen if you tried to balance a carton of eggs on your head? 
e. What foods could we not make or bake if we had no eggs?  

 

 

STEP 3 – Task B. Students can work in pairs or small groups. Possible answers: 
1. If I were the mayor of my town, (I would put up more traffic lights). 

2.  If Barbara had a car, (she could drive to work). 

3. If Vance were twenty years younger, (he’d get a second degree.) 

4. If each day gave us an extra hour, (I might get more sleep). 

5. If I could run as fast as a race horse, (I wouldn’t need my bike). 

6. If I could invite someone famous to lunch tomorrow, (I wouldn’t choose a politician). 

 

STEP 4 – Task C. Students can work in pairs or small groups. Possible answers: 
1. If they’d had more time, (everyone would have finished the test.) 

2. If the teacher hadn’t been so strict about grades, (I might have gotten an A-.) 

3. If humans hadn’t started to explore space in the 20th century, (we wouldn’t know so much about our solar 

system.) Note: This is an example of a mixed conditional. There is past condition and a present result. 

4. If the captain of the Titanic had known about that iceberg, (he would have taken a different route.) 

5. If Julia hadn’t left her phone on the bus, (she wouldn’t have had to buy a new one.) 

6. If Rogerio hadn’t stayed up late last night, (he would have been on time for work this morning). 

Example of a mixed conditional and progressive verb in the result clause: …he wouldn’t be yawning so much right now.  
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Task A. How are the two sentences different in meaning?  

     

Task B. Make hypothetical (imaginary) sentences about the present or future. 

1. I'm not the mayor of my town. 
If I were the mayor of my town, ____________________________________________________________. 

2. Barbara doesn't have a car. 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

3. Vance isn't twenty years younger. 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

4. Each day doesn't give us an extra hour. 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

5. I can't run as fast as a race horse. 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

6. I can’t invite someone famous to lunch tomorrow. 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Task C. Make unreal (counterfactual) sentences about the past. 

1. The students didn’t have more time. But… 
If they’d had more time, __________________________________________________________________. 

2. The teacher was very strict about grades. But… 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

3. Humans started to explore space in the 20th century. But… 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

4. The captain of the Titanic didn’t know about that iceberg. But… 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

5. Julia left her phone on the bus. But… 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

6. Rogerio stayed up late last night But… 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 

1. If they’re very careful, they won’t break any eggs. 

2. If they’d been more careful, they wouldn’t have broken the eggs. 
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