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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Do Task A as a class. Give prompts to facilitate interpretations. 

 I think he was referring to situations where… 

 This is about those events or times in life when… 

 The reason why some people fail to understand certain things in life is because… 

 He means that people who… cannot understand what those who… 

 

STEP 2 – Ask students to do Task B independently. Correct their work as a class. Answers:  

WHEN WHERE WHY 
day 
moment 
occasion 
period 
point* 
season 
time 

area  
place 
point 
room  
situation 
 

reason   
   
    
   
   
  

 
*Biber et al. list “point” with the head noun where, but I’d argue that we could use when as well, specifically when 

we’re talking about a point in time. 

Biber D. et al. (2007). Longman grammar of spoken and written English. Essex: Pearson Education Limited. 

 

STEP 3 – Students may work in pairs or independently. Have volunteers read their sentences 

aloud. Provide a model or prompt as needed: 

 This looks like the kind of room where (people just throw things they don’t need). 

 I think messes get to the point where (you can’t ignore them anymore.). 

 The reason why some houses are messy is (people put off finding solutions). 

 There comes a time when (everyone needs help). 

 People who do outdoor sports need to avoid areas where (they can’t call for help in an 

emergency). 

Photo credits: 

A Very Messy Room (2009, June 13) by Nate Bolt. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 

Help! (2010, June 2) by Heather Harvey. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 

  

STEP 4 – Optional: For homework, have students write their interpretation of the quote by José 

Rizal. 
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A. Discuss the meaning of the following quote. 

“The whys and wherefores didn’t need to be said. If you [who] are reading this have ever 

loved someone, you will understand. Putting it into words is useless. The uninitiated 

cannot understand the mysterious.” 
        ― José Rizal, Noli Me Tángere 

B. Sort the words. Which head nouns come before which relative pronouns? In some cases, 

we might pair a noun with more than one relative pronoun. 

 

 

 

WHEN WHERE WHY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

C. Write two sentences about each photo. Each sentence must use one of the head noun + 

relative pronoun combinations from above. Share your ideas with a partner. 

   

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

reason  place  time  room  day  point 

moment situation occasion area  season  period 

1 2 
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