
Optimizing Smartphones for Extensive Listening 

In the same way extensive reading helps students improve reading skills and motivation, extensive listening can be 
applied in the classroom. 

Use smart phones during SSR or Extensive Listening. Students have a wide variety of choices for reading and listening, 
and instructors can narrow down these choices as they see fit. Students can check out e-books from the library to read 
during class, or browse the local newspaper online. Remind students to bring ear buds or headphones and dedicate a few 
minutes of listening class to letting students choose their own topics to watch/listen to in English.  

Use smart phones to create authentic assessments for Listening such as a notetaking portfolio. Students use the app 
Scanbot or other pdf creators or scanning apps. They scan their notes, collect or submit, and then can self-evaluate. 
Teacher feedback is also quick and easy because many online grading platforms provide tools for editing pdfs. Also, 
students can use Scanbot to immediately turn in textbook work or other paperwork. 

How to Use Smart Phones in the Classroom 

Smart phones can be valuable educational tools, instead of distractions, when students are given clear goals and 
expectations regarding smart phone usage. Most of these suggestions can be applied to all skill areas and levels of 
English. 

Vocabulary: Students have easily accessible English-English dictionaries (such as dictionary.com or 
learnersdictionary.com), and don't have to buy large, heavy paper dictionaries. It's very important to also train students on 
how to use these online dictionaries. 

Quick Feedback: Use an app like Socrative at the end of the class period to do a quick review and gauge who is following 
the material and who is lost. 

Social Media: Most students already use social media, so using their knowledge of social media is an easy way to integrate 
smart phones into already existing projects. For example, students can use Instagram to find or post pictures relating to 
class vocabulary, use Twitter to find and correct grammar errors, or use Facebook to learn about news sources and bias in 
news articles. 

Speaking and Pronunciation: Have students use their smart phones to create video journals for all different skill areas. 
Students can use apps with video recording (such as Instagram or Snapchat) to create or practice short dialogues. Use Siri 
(if students have iPhones) to practice question-asking and pronunciation. Students can also use the microphone to search 
within Google, or to verbally search for a vocabulary word that they can pronounce but don't know how to spell.  

Collaboration: All (or at least most) students have their own smart phone, so if you ask students to collaborate on a 
project, all students should have equal access to collaborative materials. Students can use Google Docs to write something 
together, or Padlet to create interactive bulletin boards. Both of these websites allow work to be done simultaneously by 
several people. 

Working Memory: Sometimes during an extra long class, or a class where students have no motivation, I allow students to 
take a 'brain break.' They are allowed to use a memory game app like Lumosity or Peak, to play easy games that are meant 
to improve working memory and analytical skills. 

Modeling Smart Phone Behavior: Make sure that you are giving students good examples on how to use their smart phone 
in class. Try to keep it mostly academic, and establish clear rules on when smart phones can be used, and when they 
should be put away. Also make sure to establish what the consequences are for using non-approved websites (such as 
websites that are not in English), or texting/shopping/checking email. I find that if you create clear boundaries and share 
expectations, most students are more willing to put away their phones for a while with the knowledge that smart phones 
are still allowable at certain times. 
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