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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – You may warm-up by asking students to recall technology they grew up with. Do they 

still use the same technology now? Do they still have the same washing machine or house 

phone, for example? What technology could they not live without today? 

 

Step 2 –Students may complete tasks on the next page solo, in pairs, or as a class. Encourage 

them to identify the patterns: 

 

Set 1: A comma separates an initial dependent clause from an independent clause. If the 

dependent clause comes second, a comma is not needed. Do not use a comma before 

“because.” 

Example: Because tablets have a large screen, they’re ideal for watching movies. 

Compare: When I travel, I take my tablet because I can watch movies and do work on it. 

 

Set 2: Commas separate items in a list. The comma before “or” or “and” is optional. 
Example: I love my mobile devices: my phone, my tablet, and my fitness tracker. 

 

Set 3: A comma sets off an introductory word or phrase. However, short introductory 

words or phrases may not need commas if the sentence reads clearly without the pause. 

Example: On the weekend, I spend more time in front of the TV than my tablet. 

Compare: Usually I do email on my tablet. 

Set 4: Commas set off words or phrases that interrupt the flow of a sentence and/or 

that are nonrestrictive (they provide only additional information). 

Examples:   

Mobile devices must always be charged, however. 

Mobile devices like a tablet must be charged. 

Additional fees, such as theft protection and extra storage, raise the sticker price. 

 

 

Optional: Students may write briefly about the technology they like the most today. Limit their 

writing to 4-6 sentences. Encourage them to include two of the patterns practiced with 

commas. Peer editing may be done in class before students submit their work. 

MODEL: I love my mobile devices: my phone, my tablet, and my fitness tracker. I take my 

phone everywhere. I couldn’t live without it. When I travel, I take my tablet 

because I can watch movies and do work on it. When I exercise, I like to use my 

fitness tracker to know how many steps I’ve taken. It’s really convenient to have 

all this technology.  
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Instructions: Decide if commas are needed in the following sentences. 

 

Set 1  

1. Because tablets have large screens they’re ideal for watching movies. 

2. When you’re traveling mobile devices are convenient. 

3. You can often find charging stations if you look around in the seating areas of most 

airports. 

4. Some airlines don’t offer personal viewing screens on seatbacks anymore because more 

and more passengers are bringing their own devices on board. 

5. After you board a plane you can use your cell phone for several more minutes before 

you actually take off. 

 

Set 2 

6. Most people have apps for shopping traveling and banking on their phones.. 

7. Slow motion panoramic and video are common feature on cell phone cameras today. 

8. Sales representatives will ask you if you want a business plan family plan or individual 

plan. 

 

Set 3. 

9. On the weekend I spend more time in front of the TV than my tablet. 

10. Usually I do email on my tablet. 

11. With longer messages typing on a desktop keyboard is much easier. 

 

Set 4 

12. Mobile devices like a tablet must be charged. 

13. Additional fees such as theft protection and extra storage raise the sticker price. 

14. Cell phones which many school-age students own have created an additional family 

expense. 

15. Additional charges that raise the price of a monthly bill should be evaluated so that 

users determine which plan is best for them. 
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ANSWERS 

 

Set 1  

1. Because tablets have large screens, they’re ideal for watching movies. 

2. When you’re traveling, mobile devices are convenient. 

3. You can often find charging stations if you look around in the seating areas of most 

airports. 

4. Some airlines don’t offer personal viewing screens on seatbacks anymore because more 

and more passengers are bringing their own devices on board. 

5. After you board a plane, you can use your cell phone for several more minutes before 

you actually take off. 

 

Set 2 

6. Most people have apps for shopping, traveling(,) and banking on their phones.. 

7. Slow motion, panoramic(,) and video are common feature on cell phone cameras today. 

8. Sales representatives will ask you if you want a business plan, family plan(,) or individual 

plan. 

 

Set 3. 

9. On the weekend, I spend more time in front of the TV than my tablet. 

10. Usually I do email on my tablet. 

11. With longer messages, typing on a desktop keyboard is much easier. 

 

Set 4 

12. Mobile devices like a tablet must be charged. 

13. Additional fees, such as theft protection and extra storage, raise the sticker price. 

14. Cell phones, which many school-age students own, have created an additional family 

expense. 

15. Additional charges that raise the price of a monthly bill should be evaluated so that 

users determine which plan is best for them. 
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