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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Ask students to rewrite the following sentence to clarify the meaning: 

He bought her roses. 

Most likely variation: He bought roses for her.  

Possible variations: He bought roses from that woman. OR He bought that woman’s roses.  

Let this task lead into a short discussion about word order: 

Can we always change the order of an indirect object and direct object? 

Does the meaning change in any way? 

 

Step 2 – Look at the example in Task A as a class. Remind students that with FOR and TO we 

often have two alternative ways to indicate the indirect object. Use of the full prepositional 

phrase gives some emphasis to the recipient. In everyday conversation, the preposition is 

usually dropped and the indirect object appears before the direction object. 

 

Have students rewrite the sentences independently. Correct their work as a class. Answers: 

1. I sent a copy of the file to you.  

2. You need to give an explanation to your parents.  

3. He showed a treasure map to the children. 

4. Can you do a small favor for me? 

5. Let me buy a cup of coffee for you. 

6. Tell that story to me again. 

7. Could you make a copy for me? 

8. Her artwork has given a lot of joy to people. 

 

 

Step 3 –Complete Task B together. Discuss the reasons. 

 

 

Step 4 – Optional. Task C. 
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TASK A. Rewrite each sentence with a prepositional phrase using to or for.  

Example -  The doctor gave the patient some good news. 

  The doctor gave some good news to the patient. 

 

1. I sent you a copy of the file.  

2. You need to give your parents an explanation.  

3. He showed the children a treasure map. 

4. Can you do me a small favor? 

5. Let me buy you a cup of coffee. 

6. Tell me that story again. 

7. Could you make me a copy? 

8. Her artwork has given people a lot of joy. 

 

TASK B. Look at the suggested changes below. Identify the reason for each change. More than 

one reason may be possible. 

Possible reasons -  

 a. It’s best to reduce repetition. 

b. It’s logical to emphasize the recipient in this sentence. 

c. There’s no need to emphasize the recipient in this sentence. 

   

1. Tina made a sandwich for herself for the long hike.  

 Better: Tina made herself a sandwich for the long hike. 

 Reason ____ 

2. Bethany gave some tips to me. I really appreciated her advice. 

 Better: Bethany gave me some tips. I really appreciated her advice. 

 Reason ____ 

3. Cory also gave some tips to me to get started. 

Better: Cory also gave me some tips to get started. 

 Reason ____  

4. Max bought a necklace for his mother for her sixtieth birthday. 

Better: Max bought his mother a necklace for her sixtieth birthday. 

 Reason ____ 

5. We sent our family, friends, and neighbors holiday cards. 

Better: We sent holiday cards to our family, friends, and neighbors. 

 Reason ____ 
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TASK C. Topics for discussion/writing. 

• What is one of the nicest things anyone has ever done for you? Have you ever done 

anything similar for another person? 

• When do you give your name, birthdate, and other personal information to others? Are 

you always comfortable giving this information? Why or why not? 
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