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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Students may use a variety of resources to complete Task A: dictionary, thesaurus, 

online word reference lists. Discuss word choices as a class. 

 

STEP 2 – Students may work independently or in pairs on Task B. Final versions should be 

shared. Many variations are possible. Suggestions: 

 

 

     I enjoy romantic comedies for several reasons. First, I like how these movies balance 

drama and humor. Romantic comedies are exceptional at making you laugh enough to 

turn a terrible mood into an upbeat one. Second, I appreciate how predictable the 

ending is. We can depend on a happy ending, and that makes a romantic comedy a 

marvelous choice when you do not want to stay in an awful mood. Finally, romantic 

comedies are excellent for language learning. I like how These stories use everyday 

English, so the movies are helpful for listening practice. The actors use language that is 

essential for me to learn. Whenever I have the chance to watch a movie in English, I 

know a romantic comedy is always a superb choice. 
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A. Replace each underlined word with a more accurate or colorful word choice. Other changes 

may be made if needed. 

1. Everyone was impressed by the good job Karen did. 

2. We need to avoid making the kind of mistakes that would have a big impact on 

productivity.  

3. Julia’s next film is a family drama. 

4. We need to find the right approach if we’re going to close this deal. 

5. I like working with smart people who find smart solutions. 

6. We got a weird feeling from Mike at the meeting. I don’t think he likes the proposal. 

7. Vance appreciates the newest technology. 

8. Older staff members must share their experience with others. 

9. The setting for the outdoor event was very pretty. 

10. The flight attendants always remind passengers to take their personal things before 

leaving the plane. 

11. The other students seemed very interested in the project. 

12. The couple spent too much on their vacation, and they are almost broke now. 

13. We are very happy you accepted our offer. 

14. Even formal presentations can have their funny moments. 

15. The hosts were very nice and welcoming.  

 

B. Reduce the repetition in the following text. Try to improve the word choices. Share your ideas 

with a partner. 

 

     I like romantic comedies for several reasons. First, I like how these movies balance 

drama and humor. Romantic comedies are good at making you laugh enough to turn a 

bad mood into happy one. Second, I like how predictable the ending is. We can depend 

on a happy ending, and that makes a romantic comedy a good choice when you do not 

want to stay in a bad mood. Finally, romantic comedies are good for language learning. I 

like how these stories use everyday English, so the movies are good for listening 

practice. The actors use language that is important for me to learn. Whenever I have the 

chance to watch a movie in English, I know a romantic comedy is always a good choice. 
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