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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Use Task A to identify passive constructions with get. Prompt students to look for GET 

+ past participle. Students should understand that GET implies becoming, the starting point of a 

state. In contrast, the passive with be implies already being in a state. For example, was 

distracted in the text means that distraction was already there when the accident happened. 

Answers: 

 

Staying Safe on the Road 

 

Even safe drivers get into accidents. That’s because you can’t control what others do, and bad weather 

can make roads hazardous within minutes. You can get hit from behind by another driver who was 

distracted by a phone call. You can also get stuck on the side of a road with a flat tire. Why didn’t you 

see that pot hole? Maybe it was because you got caught in a downpour. Never underestimate the power 

of nature. Rain, fog, and snow reduce visibility. Similarly, fatigue reduces alertness. Remember that one 

thing you can control is your decision to be on or off the road. If you ever get too tired to focus, it’s time 

to pull over and rest. Stay safe.  

 

STEP 2 – Use Task B to review stative passive constructions with get. 

Answers: 

1. Why do some drivers get annoyed with others? 

2. Why is it important for students to get involved in activities? 

3. How can teachers help children who get bored with schoolwork? 

4. Do you know anyone who got married to someone significantly older? 

5. When do stores get crowded with shoppers? 

6. How might you find out that your friend got engaged to someone? 

7. Do you show your anger? How do you behave when you get upset with someone? 

8. What kind of small jobs might children or teenagers get paid for? 

 

STEP 3 – Use Task C to review passive causative constructions with get. Ask students, “Does get 

still imply the start of something?” Discuss the meaning of “causative” (causing an action).  

Answers: 

1. B. I got everything fixed last week. 

2.   B. I got it (the report) done yesterday.  

3.  B. I got it (my back) checked a few days ago.  

4.  B. If we get our loan approved, then we can renovate our house this summer. 

Follow up:   

Circle each past participle and ask students, “Who did or will do the action?”  
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A. Underline the passive constructions with get.  

 

Staying Safe on the Road 

 

Even safe drivers get into accidents. That’s because you can’t control what others do, and bad weather 

can make roads hazardous within minutes. You can get hit from behind by another driver who was 

distracted by a phone call. You can also get stuck on the side of a road with a flat tire. Why didn’t you 

see that pot hole? Maybe it was because you got caught in a downpour. Never underestimate the power 

of nature. Rain, fog, and snow reduce visibility. Similarly, fatigue reduces alertness. Remember that one 

thing you can control is your decision to be on or off the road. If you ever get too tired to focus, it’s time 

to pull over and rest. Stay safe.  

 

B. Fill in the missing prepositions.  

1. Why do some drivers get annoyed ____ others? 

2. Why is it important for students to get involved ____ activities? 

3. How can teachers help children who get bored ____ schoolwork? 

4. Do you know anyone who got married ____ someone significantly older? 

5. When do stores get crowded ____ shoppers? 

6. How might you find out that your friend got engaged ____ someone? 

7. Do you show your anger? How do you behave when you get upset ____ someone? 

8. What kind of small jobs might children or teenagers get paid ____? 

 

Go back and answer the questions. 

 

C. Underline the object in each passive construction with get.   

 

1. A. Is your car still in the shop?      

 B. No. I got everything fixed last week. 

 

2.  A. Did you finish the report on time? 

   B. Yeah. I got it done yesterday.  

 

3.  A. How’s your back? Did you go to a doctor yet? 

B. It’s better. Thanks. I got it checked a few days ago. The doctor told me not to lift heavy things 

for a while. 

 

4.  A. Will you apply for a loan? 

 B. Yes. If we get our loan approved, then we can renovate our house this summer. 
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