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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Use Task A to identify preposition + gerund combinations. Answers: 

 

Not everyone will admit to having bad habits, but come one! No one is perfect. Could you confess to 

doing at least one thing that annoys others? Perhaps if each of us were on a reality show for a couple of 

days, our bad habits would be revealed. Most of us would be opposed to having cameras film us around 

the clock, but maybe we’d see ourselves in a new light once we observed our habits on screen. 

 

A less embarrassing alternative to filming ourselves for public broadcast would be an honest talk with 

family, friends, and coworkers. What would your reaction be to hearing frank comments about your 

habits? Okay. We might not be open to receiving that much criticism at once. So how about self-analysis 

and reflection? Take an online survey to identify your bad habits and consider the effects they have on 

others around you. We all have a habit or two that we should work on breaking. The first step is honesty 

with ourselves.  

 

Bonus: work on (breaking) 

 

STEP 2 – Use Task B to identify the parts of speech before the preposition. Answers: 

 

noun + preposition adjective + preposition verb + preposition 

alternative to (filming) 
reaction to (hearing) 
 
 

be opposed to (having) 
be open to (receiving) 

admit to (having) 
confess to (doing) 

 

 

STEP 3 – In Task C, use students’ questions for small group discussion. Questions can also be 

written on slips of paper and drawn randomly for Q&A.  

 

OPTIONAL: You can precede this Q&A with a group list of common bad habits. Get the list 

started with nail biting and watching too much TV. Let students call out suggestions. Don’t push 

for any admissions. Students are free to call out suggestions without admitting that they 

themselves are guilty of any bad habit.  The writing assignment can be linked to the list or not. 

  

http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com/


Grammar Practice: Prepositions + gerund combinations  
 
 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

A. Underline six combinations of the preposition TO + gerund.  

      

Who’s Got Bad Habits?  

 

Not everyone will admit to having bad habits, but come one! No one is perfect. Could you 

confess to doing at least one thing that annoys others? Perhaps if each of us were on a reality 

show for a couple of days, our bad habits would be revealed. Most of us would be opposed to 

having cameras film us around the clock, but maybe we’d see ourselves in a new light once we 

observed our habits on screen. 

 

A less embarrassing alternative to filming ourselves for public broadcast would be an honest 

talk with family, friends, and coworkers. What would your reaction be to hearing frank 

comments about your habits? Okay. We might not be open to receiving that much criticism at 

once. So how about self-analysis and reflection? Take an online survey to identify your bad 

habits and consider the effects they have on others around you. We all have a habit or two that 

we should work on breaking. The first step is honesty with ourselves.  

 

Bonus: Can you find a combination of phrasal verb + preposition + gerund? 

        

 

 

B. Sort the six preposition TO + gerund combinations. 

noun + preposition adjective + preposition verb + preposition 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

C. Write six discussion questions with the combinations from Task B. Any gerund can follow. Work 

with a partner to discuss your questions. 

http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com/

