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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Use the two texts to consider the use of verb tense and verb forms. Which choices are 

not appropriate in the given context? Guide students to see words that signal a time frame. 

They can underline these signals. (See underlined signal words.) 

 

You can use these prompts for pre-reading or post-reading discussion: 

TEXT A:  How do you feel about public speaking? 

  How often did you/do you have to make presentations at school? 

 

TEXT B: When is the last time you went on a picnic? 

What could ruin a picnic? 

 

Suggested changes: 

 

A. “The Presentation That Became a Revelation” 

 

In my first year of high school, we each had to make a five-minute presentation on a topic of our 

choice. It was a how-to talk, so we needed to give some background information and then 

explain how to do something. I had (OR I’ve always had) an interest in horoscopes, so I decided 

to talk about astrology and explain how it worked.  

 

On the day of the presentation, I was so nervous that I thought I wouldn’t be able to stand up in 

front of the class. The funny thing was that when I did, I quickly warmed up to my topic. In fact, I 

got carried away and went past the five-minute mark. I think I would have gone on for the rest 

of the class period if the teacher hadn’t stopped me.  

 

The experience made me realize that public speaking was exciting, and I began to welcome 

opportunities to speak before a class or a crowd. These days most of my talks are persuasive in 

nature because I’m in sales, but I know my love for making a sales pitch has its roots in my high 

school speech class.  
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B. “The Picnic Disaster” 

 

I love picnics and I have been on many, but the most memorable one was a complete disaster. 

My friends and I planned a picnic in the park just before college. It was the last time we would 

get together before leaving for our different schools, so we wanted to make it special.  

 

The day we chose turned out to be beautiful and sunny, but we did not realize that something 

other than weather could ruin our plans. We had about fifteen minutes of a peaceful lunch on 

our blanket before the sprinklers went off. Why did they turn on? Who knows? Water sprayed 

our clothes and our food. Everything got wet. My one friend stood up and tried to run away 

from the sprinklers. She slipped on the wet grass and twisted her ankle.  We had to help her 

home, which usually did not seem far. However, with a wet blanket, wet clothes, and an injured 

foot, it took forever.  

 

Today my friends and I laugh about that picnic, but at the time there was nothing funny. There 

was one good thing. The day proved that we took care of one another, and I am happy to say 

that is something we still do. 

 

STEP 2 – Optional: Write a short narrative about a time you were nervous or a plan that 

went wrong. Exchange your final text with a partner for feedback. 
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Instructions: Read the texts. Change the verb forms to improve consistency with the time frame.  

      

A. “The Presentation That Became a Revelation” 

 

In my first year of high school, we each had to make a five-minute presentation on a topic of our 

choice. It was a how-to talk, so we need to give some background information and then explain 

how to do something. I’ve been having an interest in horoscopes, so I decided to talk about 

astrology and explain how it worked.  

 

On the day of the presentation, I was so nervous that I thought I won’t be able to stand up in 

front of the class. The funny thing is that when I did, I quickly warmed up to my topic. In fact, I 

got carried away and went past the five-minute mark. I thought I would have gone on for the 

rest of the class period if the teacher hadn’t stopped me.  

 

The experience makes me realize that public speaking is exciting, and I began to welcome 

opportunities to speak before a class or a crowd. These days most of my talks are persuasive in 

nature because I’m in sales, but I know my love for making a sales pitch had its roots in my high 

school speech class.  

 

B. “The Picnic Disaster” 

 

I love picnics and I have been on many, but the most memorable one is a complete disaster. My 

friends and I planned a picnic in the park just before college. It was the last time we will get 

together before leaving for our different schools, so we wanted to make it special.  

 

The day we chose turned out to be beautiful and sunny, but we did not realize that something 

other than weather can ruin our plans. We had about fifteen minutes of a peaceful lunch on our 

blanket before the sprinklers went off. Why did they turn on? Who knows? Water sprayed our 

clothes and our food. Everything got wet. My one friend stood up and tried to run away from 

the sprinklers. She slipped on the wet grass and twisted her ankle.  We had to help her home, 

which usually did not seem far. However, with a wet blanket, wet clothes, and an injured foot, it 

takes forever.  

 

Today my friends and I laughed about that picnic, but at the time there was nothing funny. 

There was one good thing. The day proves that we took care of one another, and I am happy to 

say that is something we still do.  
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