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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Be sure students are confident and accurate with basic falling and rising intonation 

patterns in simple sentences before moving on to longer sentences, particularly with multiple 

clauses or a series of items. (See video lessons 2 and 3 in my intonation playlist.) 

 

STEP 2 – Focus on one pattern at a time initially, but the practice sentences can be read with 

either a low-rise or a fall-rise on the boldfaced words. (See video lessons 4, 5, 7, and 8 in my 

intonation playlist.) 

 

Suggestions for a group class: 

a. Listen-repeat. The teacher reads and students repeat. 

b. Round robin. Students take turns and the teacher corrects.  

c. Round robin with choral practice. Students take turns, but after each individual reading, the teacher leads a 

choral listen-repeat. 

d. Partner work. Students take turns reading sentences aloud for their partner’s feedback.  

 

 

Suggestions for a private student: 
a. Listen-repeat for immediate correction and feedback. 

b. Have the student practice independently with your recorded model. 

c. Ask the student to record the sentences and submit them for feedback. 
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SET A. Recommended pattern: low-rise on boldfaced words. 

1. Will you go now or later? 

2. Do you want to eat in or go out? 

3. Did you want to meet on Thursday or Friday? 

4. Would you rather live in the city or the suburbs? 

5. Were you planning to go today or tomorrow? 

6. Do you have to give you an answer now or can I think about it? 

 

Create your own “would you rather” question. Read it aloud for your partner. Ask your 

partner to answer your question.  

 

SET B. Recommended pattern: low-rise on boldfaced words. 

7. Which country has the largest population, China or India? 

8. Which language is spoken by more people, English or Spanish? 

9. Who won more World Cups, Brazil or Germany? 

10. Who was Angelina Jolie married to longer, Brad Pitt or Billy Bob Thornton? 

11. Which planet is colder, Neptune or Uranus? 

12. Which country would you rather visit, Iceland or Jamaica? 

 

Create your own “who” or “which” question that presents two alternatives. Read it 

aloud for your partner. Ask your partner to answer your question.  

 

SET C. Recommended pattern: low-rise on boldfaced words.  

13. Brazil, /Venezuela, /and Colombia are all in South America. 

14. Examples of water sports are scuba diving, / snorkeling, / and surfing. 

15. Blue whales, /killer whales, /and manatees are all endangered. 

16. I often buy bananas, /apples, /and oranges. 

17. I bought presents for Mom, /Dad, /Grandma, /Aunt Sue, /Uncle Joe, /Chris, /and Erin. 

18. Major U.S. holidays include July Fourth, /Thanksgiving, /and Christmas. 

 

Create your own statement about three famous places or people. Read it aloud for your 

partner.  
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SET D. Recommended pattern: low-rise on boldfaced words. A fall-rise is also possible. 

19. When I get home late, I still like to have a snack. 

20. Before a big test, I get a good night of sleep. 

21. After a long plane ride, my legs feel stiff. 

22. Although I should go to sleep before 11, I often read till midnight.  

23. As soon as I start feeling sick, I start drinking lots of orange juice. 

24. If you have a sore throat, you should drink hot tea with honey. 

 

Create your own “if” statement about a habit you have. Read it aloud for your partner.  

 

SET E. Recommended pattern: low-rise on boldfaced words. A fall-rise is also possible.  

25. To be safe, you should always be aware of your surroundings. 

26. In a big city, you can use public transportation. 

27. In the summer, many Americans spend time at the beach. 

28. In very hot weather, you should drink a lot of water. 

29. On the weekend, I like to catch up on sleep. 

30. On Valentine’s Day, couples often go out to dinner. 

 

Create your own statement about your favorite holiday. Begin your sentence with a 

prepositional phrase (“On Thanksgiving…”). Read it aloud for your partner. 

 

SET F. Recommended pattern: low-rise on boldfaced words. A fall-rise is also possible. 

31. A friend who listens is worth more than gold. 

32. The problem with time is that we never have enough of it. 

33. People who worry a lot don’t live in the moment. 

34. College tuition in the U.S. is not affordable for many families. 

35. A lot of back pain can be stopped with the help of a good mattress.  

36. The best part of my day is when I come home to relax. 

 

Create a statement about the best part of your day. Read it aloud for your partner.  
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SET G. Recommended pattern: fall-rise on boldfaced words. A low-rise is also possible.  

37. Unfortunately, money doesn’t grow on trees. 

38. Luckily, you can pay most bills online. 

39. On average, people buy their first home at the age of 33. 

40. Hard work is usually valued. However, it doesn’t always lead to success. 

41. Education can be a lifelong pursuit. Likewise, professional development should be 

ongoing. 

42. A college may only have an undergraduate program. In contrast, a university has M.A. 

and PhD programs. 

 

Create your own statement with “On the one hand…/ On the other hand...” Read it 

aloud for your partner. Use fall-rise intonation on the introductory words.  

 

SET H. Recommended pattern: fall-rise on boldfaced words. A low-rise is also possible. 

43. I’d like to help, but I can’t right now. 

44. Eight hours of sleep is recommended, but it’s not always possible. 

45. Many jobs are found in cities, but city life isn’t for everyone. 

46. Small businesses can be risky, but there are also high rewards. 

47. Although air travel is very safe, many have a fear of flying. 

48. Despite our best efforts, we failed to meet our target numbers.  

 

Create your own statement about what you’d like to do, but isn’t possible at the present. 

Read it aloud for your partner. 
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