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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Ask students if they know Neuschwanstein. Listen to any responses. You can then 

model a full response with adjective clauses: 

 

Some of you haven’t seen Neuschwanstein? It's a castle in Germany. It's a famous castle that 

has tall towers. It's on a high hill that's surrounded by trees and mountains. It's the one (that) 

Disney used to design the castle for Sleeping Beauty. 

 

STEP 2 – Challenge students to question one another about other famous places or people. The 

initial challenge is to use adjective clauses where possible. Tell students that answers must use 

who, which, that, but they could also use when, where, or why. 

 

Student A asks: Do you know Kate Winslet? 

Students B must respond positively, using an adjective clause: Yes. She's the actress who played 

Rose in Titanic. 

 

If no one can answer, the questioner must enlighten everyone with an answer that uses an 

adjective clause. Tell students that answers must use who, which, that, but they could also use 

when, where, or why. How easily this activity goes will give you insight into their comfort level 

with the grammar. If the structures are used but with mistakes, write the correct answers on 

the board.  

NOTE: If there's difficulty from the start, you can elicit information about the people and places. 
Note students' ideas and then model how you combine their ideas to form complex sentences 
with adjective clauses. The examples you create will allow you to introduce the concept of using 
adjective clauses to identify or describe people or things in a concise manner. Take students 
through the process of building adjective clauses with relative pronouns. Looking at a set of 
examples, start with the most basic questions: 

• In each sentence, how many clauses do you see? 
• Where is the main clause? 
• What is the adjective clause doing? What information is it giving? 
• Where is the relative pronoun? What does the pronoun refer back to? 
• Could the adjective clause come before the head noun? 

The photos on the next page can prompt questions and examples with adjective clauses. 

Photo credit: Neuschwanstein, St. Basil’s Cathedral, Forbidden City, The Gerkin, Mosque of 

Cordoba, The Lotus Temple 
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DIRECTIONS: 

Do you know theses places? If you do, identify them and describe them using adjective clauses 

with who, which, and that. Use of when, where, and why is also possible. 
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