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Directions for the teacher:  

 
Task A. Be sure students can identify an adjective clause and the function of its relative pronoun. Answers: 

1. Professional athletes lead a lifestyle which is very different from the that of someone with an office job. S 

2. A coach is the one who trains, guides, and motivates a sports team. S 

3. The relationship that a team has with their coach greatly affects their playing. O  

4. A losing streak is a period in which a team struggles and has no wins. O 

5. The people from whom I learned the most were my teammates and opponents. O 

6. Competitive situations, which every sport has, are a test of character and skill. O 

  

Recall the rules:  

> We can reduce an adjective clause when the relative pronoun WHO, WHICH, or THAT is the subject.  

> We first remove the relative pronoun and any form of BE.  

> If there is not form of BE, we can sometimes change the main verb to a present participle. 

Note: Not every clause can reduce. Even if it can reduce, sometimes the full clause is clearer.  

 

 

Task B. Guide students through 1-2 items. Ask them to work on the remaining sentences independently or in pairs.   

1. As a field requiring patience, medical research was a perfect fit for Catherine. 

2. - 

3. - 

4. The manager was very critical of the tasks done hastily. 

5. Sometimes money gained easily is actually of less value than a smaller sum earned through hard 

work. 

6. We need candidates seeking to add value to this company. 

 

Task C. Students can benefit from a short discussion before writing their statements: 

• What’s more important to you, a job that pays well or a job that’s interesting? 

• What’s more important to you, work that’s for a good cause or work that develops new skills? 

• Had would you prioritize these rewards from a job: earning money, experiencing fun/excitement, growing 

personally or professionally, receiving recognition, knowing your work is for a good cause? 
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Task A. Underline the relative pronoun in each adjective clause. Write S if it’s the subject of the 

clause. Write O if it’s the direct object (object of the verb) or indirect object (object of the 

preposition). 

1. Professional athletes lead a lifestyle which is very different from the that of 

someone with an office job. ____ 

2. A coach is the one who trains, guides, and motivates a sports team. ____ 

3. Competitive situations, which every sport has, are a test of character and skill. ____ 

4. A losing streak is a period in which a team struggles and has no wins. ____ 

5. The people from whom I learned the most were my teammates and opponents. 

____ 

6. The relationship that a team has with their coach greatly affects their playing. ____ 

 

Task B. Reduce the adjective clause in each sentence if possible. 

1. As a field that required focus and patience, medical research was a perfect fit for 

Catherine. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Some people want a job that they can easily put aside at the end of a day. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Franco needs a work environment where coworkers are supportive rather than 

competitive. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. The manager was very critical of the tasks that were done hastily. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

5. Sometimes money that is gained easily is actually of less value than a smaller sum 

that was earned through hard work. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. We need candidates who seek to add value to this company. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Task C. What is your ideal job? What’s important to you? Read the model. Write your own statement. 

Use at least one adjective clause and one adjective phrase. 

 

MODEL: I like work requiring creativity. I want a chance to use the skills (that) I’ve developed 

through training and experience. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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