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Directions for the teacher:  

This may be a speaking or writing task. Students will restate each idea to be more formal or 

less formal. 

 

There are two sets of statements. Set A presents formal statements. Set B has the 

corresponding informal statements. Depending on the needs of your students, you may ask 

them to restate the ideas in order to practice the transition from formal to informal or vice 

versa. When restating the ideas, use the corresponding statements only as a guide. Variation 

is certainly possible, and any variations should be discussed. 

 

Begin with the warm-up task to review important guidelines. 

Answers. 

1. The writing uses only complete sentences.    Formal   

2. Phrasal verbs and other idiomatic expressions are common.    Informal 

3. Interjections like “Wow!” sound natural.      Informal 

4. Fragments (incomplete sentences) are acceptable.     Informal 

5. The speech uses contractions throughout.     Informal 

6. Heavy use of academic vocabulary sounds natural.   Formal   

7. Use of “I think” and “I feel” sounds natural.     Informal 

8. Passive verbs are common.     Formal  

9. Use of “really” and “a lot” sound natural.      Informal 

10. “Information” is more appropriate than “info.”   Formal 

 

 

Optional task: 

Students can write a short paragraph (3-5 sentences) expressing an opinion on the topic of 

UFOs. After exchanging texts, each student can rewrite a classmate’s ideas to sound more or 

less formal, depending on the original register.  

 

 

Photo credit: Images retrieved from the public domain at https://pixabay.com/en/ufo-alien-spaceship-3d-render-

2559133/ and https://pixabay.com/en/alien-space-planet-universe-cosmos-1901834/.     
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Warm-up task. Which patterns are more typical of formal speech? Which patterns are 

more typical of informal speech? Circle the answers. 

1. The writing uses only complete sentences.    Formal  Informal 

2. Phrasal verbs and other idiomatic expressions are common.  Formal  Informal 

3. Interjections like “Wow!” sound natural.    Formal  Informal 

4. Fragments (incomplete sentences) are acceptable.   Formal  Informal 

5. The speech uses contractions throughout.   Formal  Informal 

6. Heavy use of academic vocabulary sounds natural.   Formal  Informal 

7. Use of “I think” and “I feel” sounds natural.   Formal  Informal 

8. Passive verbs are common.     Formal  Informal 

9. Use of “really” and “a lot” sound natural.    Formal  Informal 

10. “Information” is more appropriate than “info.”   Formal  Informal 

 

 

 

 

 

Set A. Rewrite the following statements to sound less formal. 

1. Admitting a belief in UFOs and alien visits to Earth can cast a person in an unfavorable 

light. 

 

2. Reports of UFO or alien sightings are often looked at with skepticism. 

 

3. The many accounts of the UFO crash that allegedly took place in Roswell, New Mexico 

in 1947 may have an element of truth. 

 

4. Is it possible that the U.S. and other nations have engaged in decades of covert 

operations to conceal the truth about UFOs? 

 

5. Some speculate that there would be tremendous repercussions if advanced alien 

technology became accessible to the public and the private market.  
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Set B. Rewrite the following statements to sound more formal. 

1. If you admit that you believe in UFOs flying through our skies and aliens coming down 

to Earth, then people tend to look at you like you’re crazy! 

 

2. People are really skeptical about UFO reports and stuff like that. 

 

3. I imagine there’s probably some truth to all the talk about the UFO crash in Roswell, 

New Mexico back in 1947. 

 

4. Do you think that America and other countries are involved in some top secret plan to 

keep the truth about UFOs from the rest of us? 

 

5. Some folks think that alien technology is advanced, like super advanced. So putting it 

in the hands of the public and/or the private market would spell doom.  

 

What is your opinion of UFOs? Write 3-5 sentences. 
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