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STEP 1 – Complete Task A in pairs or small groups. Encourage use of the combinations in discussion. 

Answers: 

1. Mahatma Gandhi: “The difference between what we do and what we are capable of doing would 

suffice to solve most of the world's problems.”  

2. Confucius: “Life is really simple, but we insist on making it complicated.”  

3. Tony Ben: “I think if you're going to be committed to doing anything, you really have to care about it, 

and I suppose that is a romantic idea.”   

4. A. N. Wilson: “It is remarkable how easily children and grown-ups adapt to living in a dictatorship 

organised by lunatics.”        

5. Adam Driver: “Just having the internet is a weird and dangerous thing because people become 

accustomed to knowing things when they want to know them and not having to work for it. I definitely 

see the value in not knowing everything and having mystery in life and mystery in people.”  

 

Quotes retrieved from: 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/mahatma_gandhi_150718 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/confucius_104563 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/tony_benn_591403 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/a_n_wilson_437038 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/adam_driver_628251?src=t_accustomed 

 

 

STEP 2 – Complete Task B in pairs or small groups. Encourage use of the combinations in discussion. 

Answers: 

1. Some schools object to students wearing shorts and t-shirts. What are the benefits of a dress 

code? 

2. Some adults look forward to retiring. What fears might some people have about retirement? 

3. Thanks to advanced warnings, residents can prepare to evacuate their homes when floods, 

hurricanes, and other natural disasters are near. What exactly does it mean to have an 

evacuation plan? 

4. People may swear to tell the truth, and then they lie. In what cases, may someone confess to 

lying  years after the event happened? 

5. Some criminals choose to turn themselves in rather than run from the law. When it comes 

down to deciding a punishment, should judges be lenient with such criminals? 
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TASK A. VERB/ADJECTIVE + preposition + gerund   

Complete the quotes with words from the box. Discuss the meanings with a partner. 

 

 

 

1. Mahatma Gandhi: “The difference between what  

we do and what we are _____ of doing would suffice  

to solve most of the world's problems.”  

 

2. Confucius: “Life is really simple, but we _____ on  

making it complicated.”  

 

3. Tony Ben: “I think if you're going to be ____ to doing anything, you really have to care about 

it, and I suppose that is a romantic idea.”   

 

4. A. N. Wilson: “It is remarkable how easily children and grown-ups ____ to living in a 

dictatorship organised by lunatics.”        

 

5. Adam Driver: “Just having the internet is a weird and dangerous thing because people become 

_____ to knowing things when they want to know them and not having to work for it. I 

definitely see the value in not knowing everything and having mystery in life and mystery in 

people.”  

 

TASK B. Infinitives or gerunds? 

Choose the correct words to complete the statements. Discuss the questions with a partner. 

1. Some schools object to students (wear / wearing) shorts and t-shirts. What are the benefits 

of a dress code? 

2. Some adults look forward to (retire / retiring). What fears might some people have about 

retirement? 

3. Thanks to advanced warnings, residents can prepare to (evacuate / evacuating) their homes 

when floods, hurricanes, and other natural disasters are near. What exactly does it mean to 

(have / having) an evacuation plan? 

4. People may swear to (tell / telling) the truth, and then 

they lie. In what cases, may someone confess to (lie / 

lying)  years after the event happened? 

5. Some criminals choose to (turn / turning) themselves in 

rather than run from the law. When it comes down to 

(decide / deciding) a punishment, should judges be lenient 

with such criminals? 

capable    adapt    committed 

   accustomed           insist  
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