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STEP 1 – Warm up by asking students how often English words are used in their first language. Which words are 

used? What about words borrowed from other languages?  

 

STEP 2 – Use Tasks A and B to meaning and use.  

Answers: 

[Task A] 

1. e  2. h  3. a 4. g. 5. d  6. c 7. f 8. b 

[Task B] 

1. carpe diem, aficionado, alfresco, en masse 

2. tête-à-tête, laissez-faire, per se, doppelgänger     

 

STEP 3 – In Task C, students may discuss the questions in pairs or small groups. 
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TASK A. Understanding Meaning and Origin  

Match the words to their meanings and origins. 

1. carpe diem  ___     a. a private conversation                                                     

2. aficionado  ___      

3. tête-à-tête  ___     b. in and of itself, generally speaking 

4. laissez-faire  ___      

5. alfresco  ___     c. one’s look-alike or ghostly double  

6. doppelgänger ___       

7. en masse  ___     d. outdoors, in the open air  

8. per se  ___      

        e. seize the day 

         

        f. acting as a whole group 

         

        g. without tight control or intervention 

         

        h. enthusiast 

 
 
 
 
TASK B. Understanding Context 

Complete the texts with words from the box. 

 

 

1. I looked at the blue sky full of sunshine and thought, “__________!” How could I spend such a 

beautiful day at home in my tiny apartment? I called a friend and we met in town for lunch. We’re both 

coffee __________, so we made sure to choose a café that served only the best cappuccino. We were 

enjoying our meal __________ when dark clouds began to roll over us. In the middle of dessert there 

was a sudden downpour, and all the diners rushed __________ to the safety of the indoors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(French “head to head) 

(German “double goer”) 

(Italian “fresh”)_ 

(Latin) 

(French “allow to do”) 

(Spanish “inspire affection”) 

(French “in mass”) 

(Latin “by itself”) 

 alfresco aficionados  en masse  carpe diem 
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2. My cousin and I had a __________ about fate versus choice. She believes in destiny and says 

that forces beyond us shape our lives. I don’t like the idea of someone or something controlling 

my every move. That’s probably why I only get along with bosses who have a __________ 

leadership style. Furthermore, I don’t believe in fate __________, but I admit there can be very 

meaningful coincidences, like the time I met my __________ abroad. I got lost in a small village, 

and I got help from a stranger, someone who looked a whole lot like me. Weird, right?  

 

 
 
TASK C. Discussion 

Talk with a partner. Answer the questions. 

1. Are you a language aficionado? If not, is there any other serious passion you have? 

2. When is the last time you ate alfresco? Who were you with? Where were you? What did you eat? 

3. Perhaps you do not love art per se, but one or two pieces of art may appeal to you. Name a famous 

piece of art that you like.  

4. Can you have an interesting tête-à-tête with any of your neighbors?  

5. Do you believe that everyone has a doppelgänger? Have you ever seen yours? 

6. Have you ever been in a leadership position? Do you have a laissez-faire style? Explain. 

7. When can it be helpful to act en masse? 

8. Is there a photo on your phone that could have the caption “Carpe diem”? Where did you take that 

photo? Who is in it? 

 
 

per se  doppelgänger  laissez-faire  tête-à-tête 
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