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STEP 1 –3:   

For each task, have students work alone or in pairs.  

Correct and discuss the answer choices. 

Agree on preferred patterns rather than “rules.” 

 

TASK A. Answers.   

1. correct 

2. There are is never enough time in a day to do everything I want. 

3. correct 

4. correct 

5. He said there’s a spare tire and some tools in the trunk. “There’s” before a list that starts with a 

singular noun is acceptable and preferred especially in spoken English. Some may prefer to use “there 

are” for the compound subject, however.   

What patterns do we follow with THERE IS/THERE ARE? 

The noun following the form of BE controls whether the verb is singular or plural. If a list of nouns 

follows, then many speakers today prefer to have the verb agree with the noun closest to it. 

 

 

TASK B. Answers.   

1. correct 

2. Either you or your sisters has have to do this work. 

3. Neither my friends nor my roommate are is talking to me right now.  

What patterns do we follow with NEITHER…NOR/ EITHER…OR? 

The verb agrees with the noun closest to it. 
 

 

TASK C. Answers.   

1. Hiking and chess is are two of my favorite activities. 

2. The hikers and their guide is are planning to reach the summit by noon.  

3. A good book along with a cup of tea are is my idea of a relaxing afternoon.   

What patterns do we follow with AND and WITH? 

Joining two nouns together with “and” creates a compound subject, and it’s plural. A singular noun 

subject still requires a singular verb even if it’s followed by a phase with “with” (along with, together 

with). 
 

 

TASK D. Answers.   

1. correct 

2. correct  

3. Some of the candy have has expired. 

4. correct  
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What patterns do we follow with amounts and “some”? 

When numbers or amounts are considered a single or collective unit, we use a singular verb. “Some” can 

require a singular or plural verb. It depends on what “some” refers to. 

 

 

TASK E. Answers.   

1. These scissors isn’t aren’t sharp. 

2. correct  

3. correct  

4. My mother doesn’t watch the news. She says the news are is depressing.  

5. correct 

6. The United States are is a large country.   

What patterns do we follow with nouns ending in -s? 

Binary nouns like scissors and shorts are always plural.  

Subjects that end in -ics like economics take a singular verb. However, politics can take a plural verb if it 

refers to a set of political beliefs. 

The news ends in -s, but it’s uncountable and always take a singular verb. 

Countries ending in -s, like the United States, take a singular verb when the name refers to one country. 

 

 

TASK F. Answers.   

1. correct 

2. correct  

3. correct 

4. correct  

5. What every school needs is are teachers who care.  

6. correct 

What patterns do we follow with gerund subjects and embedded questions as subjects? 

Gerund subjects are singular, but a compound subject with two gerunds is plural. The only exception is if 

two simultaneous actions are seen as one activity. 

Embedded questions as subjects can have singular or plural verbs. What follows a linking verb can 

control the verb. 
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TASK A. Correct any errors.   

1. There is always a solution if you search for it. 

2. There are never enough time in a day to do everything I want. 

3. Is there any space left in the closet? 

4. They say there’s no business like show business. 

5. He said there’s a spare tire and some tools in the trunk. 

 

What patterns do we follow with THERE IS/THERE ARE? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TASK B. Correct any errors.   

1. Neither St. Patrick’s Day nor Valentine’s Day is my favorite holiday. 

2. Either you or your sisters has to do this work. 

3. Neither my friends nor my roommate are talking to me right now.  

 

What patterns do we follow with NEITHER…NOR/ EITHER…OR? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TASK C. Correct any errors.   

1. Hiking and chess is two of my favorite activities. 

2. The hikers and their guide is planning to reach the summit by noon.  

3. A good book along with a cup of tea are my idea of a relaxing afternoon.  

 

What patterns do we follow with AND and WITH? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TASK D. Correct any errors.   

1. Ten times ten is a hundred. 

2. Ten dollars for a box of chocolates is too much.  

3. Some of the candy have expired. 

4. Some of the boxes were crushed.  

 

What patterns do we follow with amounts and “some”? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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TASK E. Correct any errors.   

1. These scissors isn’t sharp. 

2. Those shorts are too short.  

3. Economics excites him like no other subject.  

4. My mother doesn’t watch the news. She says the news are depressing.  

5. Let’s just say that his politics are very different from mine. 

6. The United States are a large country.   

 

What patterns do we follow with nouns ending in -s? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TASK F. Correct any errors.   

1. Listening to music relaxes me. 

2. Cutting the grass and raking leaves are two outdoor chores.  

3. Hearing the live musicians was breathtaking. 

4. What everyone wants is peace.  

5. What every school needs are teachers who care.  

6. Where you go to college is your decision. 

 

What patterns do we follow with gerund subjects and embedded questions as subjects? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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