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Debate question 1:   
Homelessness can only be solved at the federal level. The federal 
government must offer solutions. 

PRO CON 
The federal government could use 
tax money to create programs 
that would decrease and prevent 
homelessness: 
- create better paying jobs 
- create healthcare for all 
- create affordable housing 
 
 
 

The problem of homelessness 
varies from region to region. Only 
states, cities, and towns can make 
necessary changes: 
- provide local services to find 
local jobs 
- use local clinics to offer 
healthcare 
- involve the community to help 
 

 
Debate question 2: 
More shelters need to be built to help and house the homeless. 

PRO CON 

Shelters can offer beds, 
bathrooms, showers, meals, and 
clean clothing. 
 
Shelters keep people off the 
streets and away from crime 
 
 
Shelters can offer a temporary 
home until the homeless can find 
permanent housing. 

Shelters are expensive. More 
shelters would require more tax 
money. 
 
Crimes can take place within 
shelters. There are dangers to 
those who work there.  
 
Shelters only extend the problem 
if no help is given to find work 
and permanent housing. 
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Debate question 3: 
Offering help is the humane thing to do if a homeless person asks for it. 

PRO CON 

A few dollars can buy a starving 
person a meal. 
 
Donating used clothing is both 
practical and kind. 
 
We must practice caring as a 
society. Ignoring a problem won’t 
make it go away. 
 
 
Children should learn that helping 
is good. They must learn 
compassion and practice it as 
adults. 

If you give money, it can be 
misused. 
 
Donations create dependency.  
 
 
The average person has enough 
problems in his/her own life and 
can’t afford to give time and 
money to the homeless. 
 
Children must learn about 
responsibility and consequences. 
Adults provide positive and 
negative models. 

 
Debate question 4: 

Homelessness is a crime. 

PRO CON 
It is unlawful to sleep in public 
spaces or use the facilities of 
private businesses if you’re not an 
employee or client. 
 
Homelessness harms a whole 
neighborhood and a community. 
 

Homeless people need help, not 
punishment.  
 
 
 
Homelessness is the problem of a 
community; they need to solve it 
together. 
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Debate question 5: 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

PRO CON 
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Suggestions for the teacher: 
 
- Depending on your numbers, students can debate on-on-one or with 
pairs or small groups facing off.  
 
- Assign positions in order to place more focus on explaining a 
viewpoint rather than arguing that one’s personal opinion is better than 
another’s.  
 

- Communicate time limits and the format. For example, initial 

arguments can be stated within 1 minute. Counterarguments can be 

limited to 30 seconds.  

 

- Students can use the given notes to prepare their arguments. They 

may also add their own points.  

 

- Encourage use of phrases for disagreeing and conceding a point.  

 

- If you wish to add a fifth debate question, you could address the 

causes. Use your own discretion. Possible arguments: 

1. Homelessness is primarily an economic problem. 

2. Homelessness is primarily a drug-related problem.  
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