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SET 1: Open discussion. 
1. What are some advantages to being close in age with your 

siblings? 
2. What are some advantages to having a wide age gap between 

children? 
3. Name three qualities that describe your generation. 
4. Name an event that helped define your grandparents’ generation.  
5. Name something that makes your generation different from your 

parents’ generation.  
6. Name at least three famous people from your generation. Do they 

represent your generation well? 
7. Name one famous person from your parents’ generation. How 

about from your grandparents’ generation? What made these 
people famous?  

8. Name an entertainer or band that appeals to people of different 
generations. What is their appeal?  

9. Should respect automatically be shown to your elders? Why or 
why not? 

10. At one time, people believed the saying, “Children should be 
seen and not heard.” What was the view at the time? Are children 
treated differently today? 

11. Do you think age influences someone’s comfort with 
technology?  Explain. 

12. Which generation currently has the strongest influence on 
society? Explain.  
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SET 2: Debates. Use some of the suggested pros and cons to debate 
each question. 
 
Question #1 – Companies should have the right to hire within an age 
range.  

PRO CON 

Very young workers don’t have 
much experience. They’re less 
valuable. 
 
Older workers may become less 
effective and lower productivity. 
 
 
Workers from the same 
generation collaborate more 
easily.  

Skill and talent matter more than 
a specific age. 
 
 
Younger workers will become 
valuable after senior staff trains 
them. 
 
Older workers provide expertise 
and larger networks. 

 
 
Questions #2 – Friendships and marriages work best when people 
belong to the same generation.  

PRO CON 
Belonging to the same generation 
gives more common ground for 
conversation and agreement. 
 
People need to be in the same life 
stages (e.g., retirement) to spend 
significant time together. 

Differences between people 
make a relationship more 
interesting. There’s more to learn. 
 
Older friends or spouses can be a 
source of financial or moral 
support. 
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Suggestions for the teacher: 
 
- Open discussion can take place in pairs, in small groups, or as a whole 
class. 
 
- Depending on your numbers, students can debate on-on-one or with 
pairs or small groups facing off.  
 
- For debates, assign positions in order to place more focus on 
explaining a viewpoint rather than arguing that one’s personal opinion 
is better than another’s. Students can use the given notes to prepare 
their arguments. They may also add their own points. 
 

- For debates, communicate time limits and the format. For example, 

initial arguments can be stated within 1 minute. Counterarguments can 

be limited to 30 seconds.  

 

- Encourage use of phrases for agreeing, disagreeing, and conceding a 

point.  
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