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Task A. Put the names of generations in chronological order. 
 
 
 
 
 

1. ___________________________ 

2. ___________________________ 

3. ___________________________ 

4. ___________________________ 

5. ___________________________ 

 

Task B. Write the range of birth years next to each generation in Task A. 
Note that not all sources agree on the exact years.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Generation X  Baby Boomers  Post-Millennials 

  Millennials   Silent Generation 

1965-1980   1981-1996   1946-1964 

  1925-1945   1997-2012 
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Task C. Match the words to their meanings. 
 
 
 
 

 
1. a difference in age 

______________________________ 
2. a lack of understanding between two generations 

______________________________ 
3. unfair treatment of older people 

______________________________ 
4. having strong familiarity and comfort with technology 

______________________________ 
5. people who have grown up with a lot of modern technology 

______________________________ 
6. people who only at a later age began using smartphones, tablets, 

etc. 
______________________________ 

 
 
  

age gap  ageism  digital natives 

 digital immigrants  generation gap  tech-savvy 
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Answers. 
TASK A and B 
1. Silent Generation: 1925-1945 
2. Baby Boomers: 1946-1964 
3. Generation X: 1965-1980 
4. Millennials: 1981-1996 
5. Post-Millennials: 1997-2012 
 
TASK C. 
1. age gap 
2. generation gap 
3. ageism 
4. tech-savvy 
5. digital natives 
6. digital immigrants 
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SET 2: Debates. Use some of the suggested pros and cons to debate 
each question. 
 
Question #1 – Companies should have the right to hire within an age 
range.  

PRO CON 

Very young workers don’t have 
much experience. They’re less 
valuable. 
 
Older workers may become less 
effective and lower productivity. 
 
 
Workers from the same 
generation collaborate more 
easily.  

Skill and talent matter more than 
a specific age. 
 
 
Younger workers will become 
valuable after senior staff trains 
them. 
 
Older workers provide expertise 
and larger networks. 

 
 
Questions #2 – Friendships and marriages work best when people 
belong to the same generation.  

PRO CON 
Belonging to the same generation 
gives more common ground for 
conversation and agreement. 
 
People need to be in the same life 
stages (e.g., retirement) to spend 
significant time together. 

Differences between people 
make a relationship more 
interesting. There’s more to learn. 
 
Older friends or spouses can be a 
source of financial or moral 
support. 
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Suggestions for the teacher: 
 
- Open discussion can take place in pairs, in small groups, or as a whole 
class. 
 
- Depending on your numbers, students can debate on-on-one or with 
pairs or small groups facing off.  
 
- For debates, assign positions in order to place more focus on 
explaining a viewpoint rather than arguing that one’s personal opinion 
is better than another’s. Students can use the given notes to prepare 
their arguments. They may also add their own points. 
 

- For debates, communicate time limits and the format. For example, 

initial arguments can be stated within 1 minute. Counterarguments can 

be limited to 30 seconds.  

 

- Encourage use of phrases for agreeing, disagreeing, and conceding a 

point.  
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