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Debate question 1:   
Everyone should have a free college education. 

PRO CON 

Education is a right. Not a 
privilege. 
 
 
 
 
State schools can provide free 
college tuition to residents. 
Residents should remain in the 
state after graduation. 
 
Not all families can afford to pay 
college tuition. 
 
 
Wealthier residents can pay 
higher taxes to fund state schools. 

Every child deserves a basic 
education (through high school), 
but higher education shouldn’t be 
free. Not all jobs require a college 
degree. 
 
Young people can begin training 
on the job, and then companies 
can invest in employees by paying 
for part-time college courses.  
 
Every family can afford to pay 
something. When you get things 
for free, you don’t value them. 
 
Tax money alone may not be 
enough to pay operational costs. 

 
Debate question 2: 
Online college degrees are ideal, especially in terms of cost. 

PRO CON 

Online programs keep costs down 
for the school and the students. 
The school doesn’t have to 
maintain a building or classroom. 
The student doesn’t have to pay 
for room and board. 
 
 

If a student has the time and 
ability to live on campus, the 
learning experience will be richer 
through face-to-face interaction 
and a dedicated learning 
environment. It’s worth the 
expense. 
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Online programs allow for more 
flexibility.  
 
 
 
 
Online programs allow long-
distance learning. 

Students learn time management 
when they create their schedule 
each semester. They can create 
free evenings or even free days if 
they wish. 
 
Part of the college experience is 
about being in a new 
environment. 

 
Debate question 3: 
Scholarships should only be awarded for academics, not sports. 

PRO CON 

Colleges are academic 
institutions. The focus should 
always be on academics. 
 
 
 
All college students are pursuing a 
college degree. Those who 
perform well academically are the 
ones who should be aided in 
reaching that end goal. 
 
Awarding athletes with money to 
pay for their tuition is unfair to 
students who are in need of 
financial assistance and whose 
extracurricular talents lie outside 
of sports. 
 

Society values a well-rounded 
individual. Students who excel in 
sports should be recognized as 
long as they have a good 
academic performance. 
 
College sports is a business, so 
those athletes who contribute 
their talents for others’ 
entertainment and profit should 
be financially rewarded.  
 
Often private donations fund 
scholarships, so it should be up to 
the donors who they want to 
fund. 
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Debate question 4: 

Campus jobs are an ideal component of any financial aid package. 

PRO CON 

Students gain a stronger sense of 
responsibility by working to pay 
for their tuition. 
 
Students play a greater role in the 
college community through on-
campus jobs. 
 
Campus jobs are convenient in 
terms of location and familiarity 
with the environment. 

Work hours take away from study 
time. Students should focus on 
their academics. 
 
Students can use extracurricular 
activities to become a greater 
part of the college community. 
 
Students might find off-campus 
work that pays better and is more 
interesting. 

 
  
 

Debate question 5: 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

PRO CON 
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Suggestions for the teacher: 

 

- Depending on your numbers, students can debate on-on-one or with 

pairs or small groups facing off.  

 

- Assign positions in order to place more focus on explaining a 

viewpoint rather than arguing that one’s personal opinion is better than 

another’s.  

 

- Communicate time limits and the format. For example, initial 

arguments can be stated within 1 minute. Counterarguments can be 

limited to 30 seconds.  

 

- Students can use the given notes to prepare their arguments. They 

may also add their own points.  

 

- Encourage use of phrases for disagreeing and conceding a point.  

 

- If you wish to add a fifth debate question, you could consider the 

advantages and disadvantages of the three types of colleges.  

Which is best: a community college, a state school, a small private 

college? 

Use your own discretion. Other possible debate questions: 

> Private colleges are overpriced. 

> A liberal arts education isn’t practical.  
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