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Task A. Understanding degrees of necessity and urgency. 

Which sentence in each pair has a stronger degree of necessity or urgency? Circle your answer. 

 

1a. You shouldn’t wear jeans to a wedding. 

1b. You may not wear jeans to a wedding. 

 

2a. Some still think that a person should go down on one knee in order to propose marriage. 

2b. Some still think that a person must go down on one knee in order to propose marriage.  

 

3a. In the American culture, a wedding dress is supposed to be white. 

3b. In the American culture, a wedding dress might be white. 

 

4a. Where’s the ring? You should have the ring. 

4b. Where’s the ring? You have to have the ring. 

 

5a. You can’t show up at a wedding uninvited. 

5b. You’d better not show up at a wedding uninvited. 

 

6a. Guests may bring presents for the bride and groom. 

6b. Guests are supposed to bring presents for the bride and groom. 

 

7a. The bride and groom ought to find out if any guests have food allergies before serving them 

dinner. 

7b. The bride and groom need to find out if any guests have food allergies before serving them 

dinner. 

 

8a. The groom and all the groomsmen are supposed to wear tuxedos in an American wedding. 

8b. The groom and all the groomsmen can wear tuxedos in an American wedding. 

 

9a. The best man, which is often the groom’s best friend, has to make a speech. 

9b. The best man, which is often the groom’s best friend, should make a speech. 

 

10a. Guests might dance as part of the celebration. 

10b. Guests should dance as part of the celebration. 
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Task B. Small group talk. 

Read each situation. Discuss what’s best or what’s necessary. 

 

1. Jeremy has to give a speech at his brother’s wedding, but he thinks he’s terrible at making 

any kind of speech. He doesn’t know what to say. Part of him wants to say no because he feels 

he can’t do it. 

Model: 

Jeremy can’t say no. He has to make the speech because it’s his brother’s wedding. 

Jeremy should write the speech on paper and then read it. 

Jeremy needs to practice giving the speech to small groups of people. 

 

2. Nina is getting married. She doesn’t have much money, but she wants a beautiful wedding 

dress. Isn’t a bride supposed to feel beautiful on her wedding day? 

 

3. Ben and Stacy have been invited to a wedding. It’s for a distant cousin of Ben’s who they 

don’t know very well. Ben and Stacy know they have to get a gift, but they don’t know what to 

buy. 

 

4. Carlos and Vanessa are getting married. They don’t want a big wedding, but they both have 

large families, so maybe they ought to invite everyone. At the same time, it would be expensive 

to invite all their relatives and all their friends.  

 

5. Pavel wants to ask his girlfriend to marry him. He feels like he should propose in a  special 

way, but he’s not sure what to do.  

 

6. It’s the day of Melanie’s sister’s wedding, and Melanie is feeling sick. She woke up with a 

headache and a feeling of weakness. She needs to be dressed for the wedding in two hours. 

 

7. Mr. Davidson’s daughter is getting married.  

He’s supposed to dance with his daughter at the 

reception, but he’s not a good dancer and he’s  

worried about looking silly in front of everyone. 
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Directions for the teacher: 

 

Task A.  

Students can work alone or in pairs. Correct the answers together. Have them identify the modal or 

modal-like verb in each sentence. Answers: 

 

1b. You may not wear jeans to a wedding. (Strong than shouldn’t) 

2b. Some still think that a person must go down on one knee in order to propose marriage.  (Stronger 

than should) 

3a. In the American culture, a wedding dress is supposed to be white. (Stronger than might) 

4b. Where’s the ring? You have to have the ring. (Stronger than should) 

5a. You can’t show up at a wedding uninvited. (Stronger than had better not) 

6b. Guests are supposed to bring presents for the bride and groom. (Stronger than may) 

7b. The bride and groom need to find out if any guests have food allergies before serving them dinner. 

(Stronger than ought to) 

8a. The groom and all the groomsmen are supposed to wear tuxedos in an American wedding. (Stronger 

than can) 

9a. The best man, which is often the groom’s best friend, has to make a speech. (Stronger than should) 

10b. Guests should dance as part of the celebration. (Stronger than might) 

 

 

Task B. Small group talk. 

Students can work in the same groups or you can have them switch halfway through. Invite groups to 

share their best suggestions with the class.  
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