
Mixed Conditionals: Practice Tasks 
 
 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

TASK A. Think about past events that have shaped the world today. Can you imagine life being 
different? Follow the models to complete the ideas.  
MODELS:  
If we hadn’t built rockets, we would know so little about space. 
 
If we had allowed distrust to stop international relations, we  
wouldn’t have the United Nations today. 
 
If we hadn’t invented cell phones, we’d still be standing in one  
place when we talked on the phone. 
 

Unreal Past Condition Unreal Present Result 

IF + past perfect would + (base verb) 
or 
would be (present participle) 

    
1. If someone hadn’t invented the refrigerator, ______________________________________________. 
 
2. If they hadn’t built Central Park in New York City, _________________________________________. 
 
3. If we had slowed down car manufacturing, ______________________________________________. 
 
4. If we had started recycling our trash sooner, _____________________________________________. 
 
5. If we hadn’t invented smartphones and tablets, __________________________________________. 
 
6. If the Euro hadn’t been adopted, ______________________________________________________  
 
 
 
TASK B. Regrets are past actions that we are sorry about. Use the prompts to complete the regrets. 
Follow the models. 
MODELS:  
If I hadn’t given my winter coat to my cousin, I wouldn’t have to  
buy a new one.  
 
If I had saved my money instead of spending it so freely, I would  
have enough to buy a new coat. 
 
If I had asked my cousin to return the coat, I wouldn’t be freezing  
right now in my spring jacket! 
 

Unreal Past Condition Unreal Present Result 

IF + past perfect would + (base verb) 
or 
would be (present participle) 
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1. If I had listened to my parents, then _____________________________________________ right now. 
 
2. If I had made all my decisions more carefully, _____________________________________________.  
 
3. My room wouldn’t be such a mess right now if ____________________________________________. 
 
4. Holly and Dana would still be friends if ___________________________________________________. 
I bet they’re both sorry for what they said. 
 
5. Richard didn’t really want to move back to his parents’ home. He would still be living in his own 
apartment in the city if _________________________________________________________________. 
 
6. You wouldn’t have a headache right now if _______________________________________________. 
 
 
 
TASK C. Another way to express a regret is to reimagine the present reality and consider how that 
could have changed the past. Use the prompts to complete the regrets. Follow the models. 
MODELS: 
If I were smarter, I wouldn’t have yelled back at my parents  
yesterday. 
 
If I had more common sense, I would have taken an umbrella.  
 

Unreal Present Condition Unreal Past Result 

IF + simple past 
or 
were (for “be”) 

would have (past participle) 
or 
could have (past participle) 

 

1. If __________________________________, I would have offered to help my neighbor. 

 

2. If __________________________________, I would have told my boss exactly what I thought.  

 

3. If __________________________________, I could have bought the phone I really wanted.  

 

4. If had more self-control, ________________________________________________________. 

 

5. If I made a habit of checking the weather forecast, _________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________. 

 

6. If I didn’t have the awful habit of interrupting people when I get excited, __________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________. 
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TASK D. A final exercise of the imagination is to consider how changing the past would have an impact 

on the future. Can you imagine an impossible future? Follow the models to complete counterfactual 

statements. 

MODELS: 

If I hadn’t eaten such a late lunch, I’d go out to dinner with you, but  

I’m full.  

 

If we hadn’t saved up enough money, we wouldn’t be going on our  

trip next month. 

 

If we hadn’t saved up enough money, we couldn’t take our trip next month.  

 

Unreal Past Condition Unreal Future Result 

IF + past perfect would/could + (base verb) 
or 
would/could be (present participle) 

 

1. If the teacher hadn’t assigned so much homework for this weekend, ___________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

2. If _______________________________________________________________, I would agree to help 

him. 

 

3.  If I hadn’t already agreed to help my neighbors tomorrow, ___________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________. 
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