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Task A. When can we use the passive? 

Write YES next to the sentences that can be rewritten with passive verbs. 

 

1. Suresh presented new marketing strategies.  

2. She included convincing data in her presentation.  

3. Leading advertisers have used these strategies. 

4. The strategies have obviously been effective for many.  

5. Implementation will require more training. 

6. New trends appear all the time.  
 

Task B. What does the passive look like? 

Underline all the passive verbs. 

 

1. The painting was thought-provoking.  

2. It had an urban feel. 

3. It had been created to make a statement. 

4. My attention was drawn to the robots. 

5. The viewer struggles to make sense of it. 

6. Were the robots programmed to do the labor? 

7. Did the robots have free will? 

8. The painter made use of bold colors. 

9. Future society will make even greater use of technology. 

10. We may be controlled by our own creations. 

 

Task C. How do we form the passive? Is a by-phrase necessary? 

Change the active verbs to passive ones. Include a by-phrase if you think it’s necessary to name the doer 

of the action. 

 

1. People invented many time-saving machines in the  

nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

 
 

2. The washing machine washes clothes thoroughly. 

 
 

3. A woman invented the first hand-powered dishwasher. 

 
 

4. Someone had invented a much simpler and less effective  

machine before that. 
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5. Engineers will make more efficient appliances in the future.  

 
 

6. An appliance manufacturer sold the first microwave for home use in 1955. 

 
 

7. Some restaurants were using commercial microwaves in the mid-nineteenth century. 

 
 

8. They’re going to make quieter and more energy-efficient microwaves. 

 
 

9. Companies must sell appliances at affordable prices. 

 
 

10. They’re modifying appliances all the time. 

 

 

 

Task D. Discussion 

1. What kind of machine needs to be invented? 
 

2. Think of an app you like. Can it be improved? How? 
 

3. Congratulations! You have the chance to win a new wardrobe. It’s valued at $2,000. Here’s the  

catch. A professional stylist will be selecting everything for you. All the clothes will be purchased 

without consulting you. Will you agree to this condition? 
 

4. Your closest friends are going to create a playlist of twenty songs for you. They’re going to 

surprise you. Can you guess any of the songs that will be added? 
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Directions for the teacher: 

Task A.  

Review the difference between transitive and intransitive verbs. Prompt students to recall that only 

transitive verbs (verbs with objects) can be used in the dynamic passive (be + past participle).  

Answers: 

1. Suresh presented new marketing strategies. YES 

Discuss why the active might be better here. The active voice keeps the focus on Suresh. 

2. She included convincing data in her presentation. YES 

Discuss why the passive might be preferable if the speaker wants to shift the focus to the data. 

3. Leading advertisers have used these strategies. YES 

Discuss the option to focus on either the advertisers or the strategies. 

4. The strategies have obviously been effective for many.  [“BE” is intransitive.] 

5. Implementation will require more training. YES 

Discuss why the passive might be preferable if training is the true focus. 

6. New trends appear all the time.  [“APPEAR” is intransitive.] 

 

Task B.  

Remind the students that the passive uses a form of BE followed by the past participle. A by-phrase is 

not often necessary. 

Answers:  

1. The painting was thought-provoking.  

2. It had an urban feel. 

3. It had been created to make a statement. 

4. My attention was drawn to the robots. 

5. The viewer struggles to make sense of it. 

6. Were the robots programmed to do the labor? 

7. Did the robots have free will? 

8. The painter made use of bold colors. 

9. Future society will make even greater use of technology. 

10. We may be controlled by our own creations. 
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Task C.  

Do the first one together. Have students work independently or in pairs. Correct their work as a class. 

Answers: 

1. Many time-saving machines were invented in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
 

2. Clothes are thoroughly washed by the washing machine [Also: in the washing machine] 
 

3. The first hand-powered dishwasher was invented by a woman. 
 

4. A much simpler and less effective machine had been invented before that. 
 

5. More efficient appliances will be made in the future.  
 

6. The first microwave for home use was sold in 1955. 
 

7. Commercial microwaves were being used by some restaurants in the mid-nineteenth century. 
 

8. Quieter and more energy-efficient microwaves are going to made. 
 

9. Appliances must be sold at affordable prices. 
 

10. Appliances are being modified all the time. 

Recommended: Discuss how the focus shifts to the inventions by using the passive. However, in #3, 

the inventor still receives credit.  

 

 

Task D.  

Discuss the questions as a class. Any questions not discussed can become a short writing assignment. 
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