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Task A. Guess the meaning of the word in bold.   
 
1.  Loud angry complaints only exacerbate an already tense situation. 

a. make something funny 

b. make something worse 

c. make something easier 

 

2. The teacher admonished the students for failing to arrive on time again. 

a. quickly considered 

b. highly recommended 

c. spoke with criticism 

 

3. Her well-constructed argument was irrefutable, and many applauded in support. 

a. completely correct 

b. very surprising 

c. somewhat hurtful 

 

4. The library stipulates how many times a book can be renewed. The rules are posted on 

their website. 

a. challenges 

b. denies 

c. states 

 

5. The effectiveness of masks is contingent on their quality, their fit, and the regularity of 

use. Different factors influence their performance. 

a. confirmed by 

b. dependent on  

c. viewed as 
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Task B. Replace the word in bold with a more formal equivalent from 
the box. 
 

 

 

6. It is only logical that funding is given to those small businesses who need it the most. 

7. You had all summer to learn a new hobby. You wasted the opportunity by sleeping and 

watching movies. 

8. Kayleigh and Tanya are best friends, but their first meeting was pure luck. They met in the 

waiting room at a doctor’s office. 

9. It can be difficult to deal with the constant noise from traffic when you live on a busy street. 

10. I felt the sudden desire to return home and see old friends and family. 
 

 
Task C. Match the formal and informal equivalents. 
11. an affluent area    a. completely clashed 

 

12. arouse our curiosity    b. calm things down 

 

13. a brief interlude    c. had to say something 

 

14. drastically collided    d. a rich neighborhood 

 

15. deprive you of the opportunity  e. offer a suggestion 

 

16. diffuse the tension    f. full of dirty deals 

 

17. obliged to speak    g. totally against the idea 

 

18. postulate an idea    h. get us interested 

 

19. pervaded by corruption   i. rob you of the chance 

 

20. averse to the thought   j. a short break 
  
 
 

incessant  squandered serendipity compulsion allocated 
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Directions for the teacher: 

 

Task A. Using context clues.   
Student will not likely know all five words in bold. If the words are familiar, they are likely passive 

vocabulary. Ask students to complete the task independently. Go over the answers together.  

Answers: 

1.  Loud angry complaints only exacerbate an already tense situation. 

b. make something worse (synonym: worsen) 

 

2. The teacher admonished the students for failing to arrive on time again. 

c. spoke with criticism (synonyms: criticize, reprimand, rebuke, scold) 

 

3. Her argument was irrefutable, and many applauded in support. 

a. completely correct (synonyms: correct, undeniable) 

 

4. The library stipulates how many times a book can be renewed. The rules are posted on their website. 

c. states (synonym: state, outline) 

 

5. The effectiveness of masks is contingent on their quality, their fit, and the regularity of use. There is a lot of 

variation. 

b. dependent on  

 

Task B. Understanding word forms.     
Again, students may not be familiar with all five words in bold. Before you have them try the task on 

their own, have them guess the parts of speech based on suffixes. Prompt them to identify the 

following: 

incessant   -ant adjective 

squandered  -er verb in the past tense with -ed 

serendipity  -ity noun 

compulsion  -ion noun 

allocated  -ate verb in the past tense with -ed 

Through process of elimination, they should be able to complete the task now. 

 

Answers: 

6. It is only logical that funding is allocated to those small businesses who need it the most. 

7. You had all summer to learn a new hobby. You squandered the opportunity by sleeping and watching movies. 

8. Kayleigh and Tanya are best friends, but their first meeting was pure serendipity. They met in the waiting room 

at a doctor’s office. 

9. It can be difficult to deal with the incessant noise from traffic when you live on a busy street. 

10. I felt the sudden compulsion to return home and see old friends and family. 
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Task C. Recognizing register.   
Recognizing synonyms will help with this task. Do one item together to demonstrate. For example, 

“area” and “neighborhood” can be synonymous. Therefore, “affluent” and “rich” are potential matches. 

Answers: 

11. an affluent area  d. a rich neighborhood    

 

12. arouse our curiosity h. get us interested    

 

13. a brief interlude  j. a short break   

 

14. drastically collided a. completely clashed    

 

15. deprive you of the opportunity i. rob you of the chance   

 

16. diffuse the tension b. calm things down    

 

17. obliged to speak  c. had to say something   

 

18. postulate an idea  e. offer a suggestion   

 

19. pervaded by corruption f. full of dirty deals   

 

20. averse to the thought g. totally against the idea   
 

http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com/

