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Transition Words & Sentence Connectors 
How do we transition from one idea to the next? How can we show a 

relationship between sentences?   

 
Contrast Comparison Result 

However 
Nevertheless 
Nonetheless 
Then again* 

In contrast 
Similarly 
Likewise 
In the same way* 

As a result 
Therefore 
Consequently 
Accordingly 
Hence 

Addition Illustration Emphasis 
In addition 
Moreover 
Furthermore 
Also 
Additionally 
Besides 
What’s more* 

For example 
For instance 

Indeed 
In fact 
 

Condition Alternatives Certain 
Outcome 

Otherwise 
If so 
If not 

On the one hand 
On the other hand 

Regardless 
Even so, 
In any case 
No matter what* 
Anyway* 

  

*Less formal 
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Viewpoint Degree Clarification 
Of course 
Obviously 
Certainly 
Naturally 
Fortunately 
Luckily 
Unfortunately 
Sadly 

To some extent 
To some degree 
To a certain extent 

In other words 
That is to say 
Meaning* 

 
Transition Words A 

 

 

1. Boston has always provided access to the Atlantic. _____, it 

has a history as a port city. 

2.  California is known for its sunny weather. _____, it offers 

many vacation spots, including beaches and national parks. 

3. Texas is in the South. _____, many consider it part of the 

Southwest rather than a southern state. 

4. Los Angeles has a large population. _____, New York has 

millions of residents both in and around the city. 

 

 
  

moreover  however  as a result  likewise 
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Transition Words B 

 

1. Jackie Robinson opened doors for other Black professional 

baseball players. _____, Simone Biles has inspired many young 

African American girls to pursue gymnastics. 

2. The Olympic Games unite countries behind their athletes. 

_____, the Games create an international community of sports. 

3. Only developed nations host the Olympic Games. _____, a 

developing country would struggle to provide the facilities and 

infrastructure for such a large global event. 

4. Many sports events have strict time limits. _____, teams and 

individual athletes must compete within a certain time period. 

 

Transition Words C 

 

1. Everyone needs time to adjust to high altitudes. _____, 

professional athletes take 1-3 days to acclimate to having less 

oxygen in the air. 

2. I don’t like hiking. _____, I’m afraid of wild animals. 

3. Not everyone enjoys the water. _____, everyone should 

learn to swim. It is a life skill. 

4. You may experience dizziness as a passenger in the back seat. 

_____, open the window for fresh air and look out the front not 

the side window. 
 

similarly  otherwise  furthermore  in other words

  

if so  besides  nevertheless  in fact  
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Transition Words D 

 

1. Americans often enjoy sweet foods at breakfast. _____, U.S. 

hotels commonly serve pastries and pancakes with syrup.  

2. Many European meals make use of potatoes and pasta. 

_____, many Asian meals make use of rice or rice noodles. 

3. There are lines of customers at coffee shops on every 

weekday morning. _____, many people depend on coffee to 

start their workday. 

4. Much information has been shared about the dangers of 

eating too much processed food. _____, people continue to buy 

it and enjoy it. 

 
  

in contrast  for instance  even so  obviously 
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Sequence Markers 
How do we order our ideas or the points of an argument?   

 

Signals of a Conclusion 
How do we summarize or generalize? 

 

  

Initial Middle Final 
First 
Firstly 
First of all 
To begin with 

Second 
Secondly 
Third 
Thirdly 
In addition 
Next 

Finally 
Lastly 
 

Beginning Middle End 
At first 
Initially 
In the beginning 

Then 
Next 
After that 
Meanwhile 

In the end 
Finally 

Summary 
In conclusion 
To summarize 
Generally speaking 
Basically 
In the end 
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Suggested activity:  
Write an explanation or an argument. Use sequence markers. 
 
 
 
Answers. 
A1. As a result    C1. In fact 

A2.  Moreover    C2. Besides 

A3. However    C3. Nevertheless 

A4. Likewise    C4. If so 

 

B1. Similarly    D1. For instance 

B2. Furthermore   D2. In contrast 

B3. Otherwise    D3. Obviously 

B4. In other words   D4. Even so 
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