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WHAT’S 
THE RULE 
OR 
PATTERN?

I see a city. The

buildings are close 

together.



“I see a city. The buildings are very 
close together.”

■ For first mention of a singular countable noun, use the indefinite 

article: a city

■ The second mention allows us to use the definite article, but the 

context can also make a new countable noun (singular or plural) 

specific and understood: the buildings (in the city I just mentioned).

■ A general reference to a singular countable noun also uses the

indefinite article: A city is bigger than a town.



Task A. Use articles as needed.

1. There is ___ boat on the water. ___ oars are in 

place and ready to be used. 

2. There is ___ rope that is holding ___ boat in place. 

All boats have ___ anchor.

3. ___ water is calm, so ___ boat is not moving much. 



Task A. Answers

1. There is a boat on the water. The oars are in place 

and ready to be used. 

2. There is a rope that is holding the boat in place. All 

boats have an anchor.

3. The water is calm, so the boat is not moving much. 



WHAT’S 
THE RULE 
OR 
PATTERN?

The sky is cloudy, 

but the sun is still 

shining beautifully.



“The sky is cloudy, but the sun is still 
shining beautifully.”

■ A unique singular noun takes the definite: the universe.

■ Parts of our world are specific from context: the sun (in our solar

system) and the sky (here on Earth).

■ We distinguish the different types of regions with the definite article: 

the desert, the jungle, etc. 



Task B. Use articles as needed.

1. ___ ocean is full of sea life and beauty.

2. When clouds appear on ___ horizon, they 

sometimes look like mountains.

3. Some love to live near ___ sea, but I find peace in 

___ mountains.



Task B. Answers

1. The ocean is full of sea life and beauty.

2. When clouds appear on the horizon, they 

sometimes look like mountains.

3. Some love to live near the sea, but I find peace in 

the mountains.



WHAT’S 
THE RULE 
OR 
PATTERN?
Since its invention, 
the phone has 
expanded 
communication 
beyond most 
people’s 
imaginations.



“Since its invention, the phone has 
expanded communication beyond most 
people’s imagination.”

■ General references to technology and inventions use the definite 

article before a singular noun: the phone/ the telephone.



Task C. Use articles as needed.

1. We all should be careful about sharing private 

information over ___ internet.

2. __ automobile decreased the need for ___ horse-

drawn carriage.

3. What would we do without ___ refrigerators? You 

must agree that ___ refrigerator has been one of 

the most important inventions.



Task C. Answers

1. We all should be careful about sharing private 

information over the internet.

2. The automobile decreased the need for the horse-

drawn carriage.

3. What would we do without refrigerators? You must 

agree that the refrigerator has been one of the 

most important inventions.



WHAT’S 
THE RULE 
OR 
PATTERN?

I play the piano, 

but I have to

practice on an

electronic 

keyboard.



“I play the piano, but I have to practice 
on an electronic keyboard.”

■ General references to instruments use the definite article before a 

singular noun: play the piano.

■ The indefinite article can be used when you make the first mention 

about one instrument: have a piano.



Task D. Use articles as needed.

1. My brother is musically gifted. He plays ___ guitar 

and ___ saxophone.

2. I see you have ___ drum set. Who plays in your 

family?

3. My piano teacher is really good. He teaches ___ 

organ, too.



Task D. Answers

1. My brother is musically gifted. He plays the guitar 

and the saxophone.

2. I see you have a drum set. Who plays in your 

family?

3. My piano teacher is really good. He teaches the

organ, too.



WHAT’S 
THE RULE 
OR 
PATTERN?

We must find 

solutions to help 

the homeless.



“We must find solutions to help the 
homeless.”

■ General references to groups of people can be made with “the” + 

adjective: the homeless, the sick, etc.

■ The first mention of a member of the group must use the indefinite 

article before a singular noun: I saw a homeless person.



Task E. Use articles as needed.

1. It would be wrong to assume that ___ rich have no 

problems in their lives.

2. One should be careful not to blame ___ poor 

person for their poverty. 

3. It is the duty of every society to care for ___ elderly.



Task E. Answers

1. It would be wrong to assume that the rich have no 

problems in their lives.

2. One should be careful not to blame a poor person 

for their poverty. 

3. It is the duty of every society to care for the elderly.



WHAT’S 
THE RULE 
OR 
PATTERN?

Our family enjoys 

summertime the

best. The kids love

being outside.



“Our family enjoys summertime the
best. The kids love being outside.”

■ Superlatives are unique. Use the definite article: the best, the best 

season, etc.

■ Countable and uncountable nouns can be specific from context: the 

kids (meaning “our kids”).



Task F. Use articles as needed.

1. Oh no! I locked my keys in ___ car. 

- Really? I didn’t think that was still possible. Most 

cars today have ___ keyless entry. 

2. I stepped outside and breathed deeply. ___ air was 

cool and fresh.

3. Did you take a look at ___ files I sent you?



Task F. Answers

1. Oh no! I locked my keys in the car. 

- Really? I didn’t think that was still possible. Most 

cars today have a keyless entry. 

2. I stepped outside and breathed deeply. The air was 

cool and fresh.

3. Did you take a look at the files I sent you?


